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 EMBASSY of COLOMBIA

 WASHINGTON


CALL TO ACTION!

U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement Deserves a Vote

The U.S. Congress has an important opportunity to consider and approve the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement without further delay. The agreement is of vital economic importance to both the United States and Colombia, as well as the greater Latin American region and the entire Western Hemisphere. The economic arguments in favor of the agreement are clear, as the free trade agreement (FTA) will ensure Colombian goods continued duty-free access to the U.S. market, and provide to U.S. exporters the same benefits. In addition, the FTA would help to solidify the already strong diplomatic ties between the United States and Colombia and generate additional social and political progress in the region. 

Unfortunately, despite the diplomatic and economic significance of the agreement, it has yet to be considered by the U.S. Congress. We need your help to reach out to your Member of Congress and Senators to urge them to consider and approve the FTA.  

While Members of Congress and Senators are in their home states for the Memorial Day Recess (May 24 – June 1), we encourage you to take action! Here are five things you can do:

1. Fax a letter to your Member of Congress and Senators reminding them of the importance of trade with Colombia to your state. For key state-by-state statistics to include in your letters visit www.tradeagreements.gov. 

2. Call your Member of Congress and Senators to urge for their support of the FTA and approval of the agreement without further delay.

3. Ask your Member of Congress a question during a local townhall meeting.

4. Send a letter to the editor of your local newspaper to stress the need for congressional approval of the FTA.

5. Tell your friends and colleagues to do the same!

This action kit includes the following helpful tools:

· Talking points about the importance of the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement

· Sample letter to fax your Member of Congress and Senators  (For local office fax numbers, visit www.house.gov and www.senate.gov.)
· Talking points for calling your Member of Congress and Senators (For local office telephone numbers, visit www.house.gov and www.senate.gov.)
· Sample questions for townhall outreach

· Sample letter to the editor

The Importance of the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement

The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement will boost the economic growth of both the United States and Colombia.

· Trade between the United States and Colombia accounted for $18 billion in 2007, and is expected to increase once the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement enters into force.

· More than 80 percent of U.S. exports of consumer and industrial products will enter Colombia duty-free, and all remaining tariffs will be eliminated within 10 years upon the agreement’s entry into force. 

· The agreement will also make permanent duty-free treatment for Colombian products entering the United States. Currently, Colombian goods enjoy this treatment under the Andean Trade Preference Act, but that program is not permanent.

Colombia and the United States have long been important strategic and economic allies.

· As the fifth largest economy in Latin America and the fourth largest market for U.S. goods in South America, Colombia is increasingly an important market for the United States.

· Bilateral trade between Colombia and the United States has expanded by 75 percent over the past decade. Between 1996 and 2006, U.S. exports to Colombia increased from $4.77 billion to $6.71 billion.

· Colombia is the oldest democracy in Latin America, and unlike some of the other governments in the region, Colombia shares America’s values, supports U.S. policies and is an increasingly important economic partner.

Strengthening trade relations between the United States and Colombia will lead to increased economic prosperity and opportunity in the Western Hemisphere.

· During its history of enormous progress, Colombia has reformed its government by strengthening its democratic institutions and procedures, establishing free and open elections and a transparent judicial system, and encouraging citizen participation in policymaking. Continued U.S. support equals continued prosperity and progress.

· The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement would help to ensure the economic and political security of Colombia by generating productive industry and jobs, which not only helps to secure the future of Colombian society, but the region as a whole. 

Sample Letter to Members of Congress and Senators

[Date]

The Honorable [First Name] [Last Name]

U.S. House of Representatives / U.S. Senate

Address

City, State  Zip

Dear Representative / Senator [Last Name]:

I am writing to urge you to support and approve the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement. 

Trade with Colombia is important to the overall growth of the U.S. economy, and to the local economy here in [state].  In 2007, [state] exported [$] worth of goods to Colombia, including our key exports of [products]. Currently, when companies in our state send goods to Colombia, these products face extremely high tariffs in comparison to the goods we import from Colombia. These high taxes place a burden on small and mid-sized businesses in particular, as well as large companies in [state]. 

In addition to being an increasingly important economic partner, Colombia is the oldest democracy in Latin America, and unlike some of the other governments in the region, Colombia supports U.S. policies and shares America’s values of democracy, free and open trade, economic prosperity and global security.

The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement offers an opportunity to strengthen and solidify America’s relations with Colombia, as well as enhance the economic well being of our state.  I urge you to support the agreement and approve it without delay.

Sincerely,

Talking Points for Calling Your Member of Congress and Senators 

· My name is ________, and I’m calling to urge [elected official’s name] to support and approve the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement without further delay.

· Trade with Colombia is important to the overall growth of the U.S. economy and to the local economy here in [state]. 

· In 2007, [state] exported [$] worth of goods to Colombia, including our key exports of [products]. Currently, when companies in our state send goods to Colombia, these products face extremely high tariffs in comparison to the goods we import from Colombia. These high taxes place a burden on small and mid-sized businesses in particular, as well as large companies in [state]. 

· In addition to being an increasingly important economic partner, Colombia is the oldest democracy in Latin America, and unlike some of the other governments in the region, Colombia supports U.S. policies and shares America’s values of democracy, free and open trade, economic prosperity and global security.

· This is too important an issue for Congress simply to ignore. 

· Again, I urge you to support and approve the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement as soon as possible.

Sample Questions to Ask at a Townhall Meeting

1. The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement provides U.S. exporters reciprocal duty-free access to the Colombian market and would help to boost U.S. economic growth through exports.  What steps will you take to ensure that this important agreement is considered and approved by Congress?

2. There is a long history of U.S. support for Colombia through initiatives such as Plan Colombia and the Andean Trade Preference Act.  Do you support this new agreement, which will help even the playing field for American companies and consumers?   

3. How does not taking action on the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement lead to economic growth and prosperity in the United States and Colombia?

Sample Letter to the Editor

[Date]

Dear Editor:

The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement deserves a vote in the U.S. Congress, but lawmakers in Washington are at a standstill. 

Trade with Colombia is important to the U.S. economy and to the local economy here in [state].  In 2007, [state] exported [$] worth of goods to Colombia, including our key exports of [products].  Currently these exports face extremely high tariffs in comparison to the goods we import from Colombia.  That’s bad for business, bad for [state] and bad for America.

Additionally, Colombia has long been a friend and ally to the United States, and both nations share the common values of democracy, free and open trade, economic prosperity and global security. 

The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement offers an opportunity to strengthen and solidify America’s relations with Colombia, as well as enhance the economic well being of our state.  Congress should approve the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement without delay.

Sincerely,
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