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Since 2002, Colombia has experienced an unprecedented period of economic expansion,
social development and increased security. Through a series of bold reforms, the
government has fostered growth of the Colombian economy, increased government
transparency, investment in social welfare programs and a significant reduction of the
level of violence in the country. This is the New Colombia.

The Uribe Administration’s policies are based on a platform of “Restoring Confidence,”
which includes three key pillars:

* Democratic Security;

* |nvestment with social responsibility; and

* Social cohesion based on freedom.

Under the policy of Restoring Confidence, Colombia has significantly reformed its
judicial and law enforcement institutions, experienced substantial economic growth and
provided vital social services for a population of 45 million. The progress in Colombia is
undeniable, and has put the nation firmly on the path of peace, justice and security for
all.

70" (/134/'80/914&— Every indicator of violence in Colombia — homicides, kidnappings,
and acts of terrorism — has declined significantly over the past eight years.

* Terrorist acts are down 84% from 2002.

* Homicides have dropped 45 percent from 2002 through 2009 — the lowest
homicide rate in 22 years.

* Kidnappings have dropped significantly, down 88% from 2002, also now at the
lowest rate in 22 years.

* Today Colombia has a lower violent crime rate than many major U.S. cities.

The demobilization and reintegration into society of members of illegal armed groups,
which for over 50 years have threatened Colombia’s safety and democracy, has been
key to increased security throughout Colombia. Since 2003, 32,000 paramilitary fighters
and over 19,000 insurgent guerillas (80 percent from FARC) have laid down their arms.

The demobilization process, based on principles of truth, justice, and reparation for
victims, has also contributed greatly to the reduction of impunity, not only by reducing
the number of violent actors in Colombia, but also because confessions by demobilized
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combatants have become an important source for shedding light on thousands of
crimes.

:5: 0% 1*(5),605/0'- ,4&'8(/,$+30%( 5%#.+4& — The second pillar of the policy of
Restoring Confidence focuses on creating a stable and thriving economy. Economic
indicators in Colombia are now

moving in a positive direction. A
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1978. In 2009, the international Colombia —World

economic crisis stalled growth, but
all indicators have pointed to a return
to economic growth in 2010.
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8(/.$+>1( 210%6- Far reaching and assertive policies have been put in place to improve
the quality of life for all Colombians, including improving education and healthcare.

* Literacy rates have improved significantly and are now near 93%.

* |n 2008, 90% of Colombia’s children were enrolled in elementary or secondary
school.

* 91 % Colombians are now covered by health insurance, compared to 51% in
2002.

The roots of Colombia’s violent past can be traced to the scourge of narcotics trafficking,
and a terrorist insurgency that has attempted to destabilize the nation. Through strong
and effective leadership, Colombia is making great strides to reclaim the nation for all
the people of Colombia, and to guarantee justice and rights for all workers and citizens.

0815 (10$H#( 944 698E8 (" #$%4) ) ) - . /(0& /%1

" HSRE()* (" #$ i
A==~
T CIP NS —— BICENTENARID [

1810-2010 .

I HBE() * +, (+. 10 1. TROHLII) +6F, B(O . § &(1L; B6/" (<= WO6I3K



